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We invite you 
to join us in supporting 
Windrider Film Forum, 
Bay Area.

Independent Films. Compelling Conversations.  Unexpected Journeys.

WINDRIDER FILM FORUM

Windrider Film Forum takes participants on a journey, exploring our common humanity imaginatively and intellectually, 
through film.  In a culture dominated by noise and dialogue that is polarizing and divisive, the Windrider Film Forum 
creates space for genuine conversations and respectful ways to engage with one another.   Long after the final credits 
have rolled and the house lights have come up, Windrider films will be a catalyst for compassionate understanding and 
productive actions.

INTRODUCTION TO THE WINDRIDER FILM FORUM FORMAT

Windrider Film Forum’s unique format focuses on:
• Showcasing feature-length films, documentaries and short films from Sundance and other top film festivals in the 

country
• Facilitating Q&A sessions and panel discussions that allow the audience to interact with guest filmmakers and 

community leaders
• Creating informal opportunities for audiences and filmmakers to engage in compelling conversation
• Introducing audiences to the award-winning films of emerging filmmakers to encourage them to continue creating 

inspiring and visionary projects
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HISTORY AND HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WINDRIDER FILM FORUM

The Windrider Film Forum was launched as a class at the Sundance Film Festival 
in Park City, Utah, in 2005.  Windrider is a one-of-a-kind immersive, educational 
experience to inspire conversation between filmmakers and film lovers.  More 
than 125 students, staff and guests attend the Windrider course at Sundance 
each year.  Windrider has become the largest ticket-purchasing bloc at Sundance.  
Families, local churches, and other partners in the Park City community provide 
generous hospitality and housing which adds to the integrative experience of 
the Windrider Film Forum.

Windrider Film Forums have been held at Sundance, in the Bay Area, CA; 
Colorado Springs, CO; Houston, TX; Seattle, WA and outside the U. S. in Canada  
(the Toronto International Film Festival), Italy (Milan, Rome and Tuscany) and 
the Czech Republic (Prague).  Our newest loction to soon host Windrider will be 
Naples, Florida.

The Windrider Film Forum in the Bay Area had its pilot run in April 2010 and has 
presented a three day film forum annually ever since, along with one day special  
events co-partnered with local non-profits.  It has screened award winning films 
from major film festivals, including the Sundance Film Festival, the Heartland 
Film Festival and the Angelus Film Festival. Both feature length and short films 
have been screened, followed by Q&A sessions with their filmmakers and/or 
leading actors. Guests such as Mark Ruffalo and Josh Lucas have entertained 
the audience on and off screen at our past Bay Area forums.  Community 
members have had the opportunity to view independent films in their own 
neighborhood, ask questions of the filmmakers both at the screenings and at 
informal receptions and dinners and learn about issues in a manner that the 
conversations continue long after they’ve left the theatre. (For a complete listing 
of previous screenings, please see our website at www.windriderbayarea.org.)  

The films brought to the Bay Area are compelling, artistic works that invite 
the audience to be more than spectators.  The audience is invited to respond 
mentally, emotionally and practically, searching for constructive actions to 
address whatever issues are raised in these films.  These filmmakers help the 
audience see the world with a different set of eyes and become inspired to find 
ways to make a difference.
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EXPENSES
AVERAGE PROJECTED REVENUES AND EXPENSES ARE AS FOLLOWS:

FINANCIAL AND MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

Windrider Film Forum, Bay Area operates with the collaboration of the 501(c)(3)  
non-profit organization, Windrider Institute.  It provides the programmatic 
oversight and contacts with the filmmaking community.  A local volunteer 
team provides the executive staff, development, community involvement, 
programming, marketing, website, filmmaker liaisons, host families and 
special events.  With the commitment and expertise of Windrider Institute 
and the volunteer team absorbing the majority of the overhead costs, funds 
contributed by donors and sponsors are directly routed to hard costs of the 
Bay Area Film Forum.

Donor and Sponsor dollars provide funding for:
• Facilities and tech support
• Film procurement
• Filmmaker transportation and hosting
• Event marketing and promotion
• Ticketing and programs
• Photography and videography
• Hospitality and events for filmmakers, audiences and special guests



FROM THE FILMMAKERS AND ARTISTS
“It was a phenomenal experience for me to have so many people feel deeply moved and excited about 
my film SEARCHDOG. The dynamic atmosphere Windrider creates for filmmakers and audience alike is 
truly remarkable, and I am so deeply appreciative of this connected and vibrant community that you 
have. It’s a unique aspect of the Windrider Forum’s specialness.”
- Mary Healey Jamiel, Producer & Director of SEARCHDOG, Official 2016 Windrider Bay Area Selection

“Our best movies don’t just provide answers. I think . . . . our best 
movies ask great questions. This Windrider event is a terrific start 
to creating some dialogue, creating some community.”
- Ralph Winter, Producer, X-Men series, Fantastic Four, 
Planet of the Apes

“Windrider has had a profound effect on my journey as a 
filmmaker.  They have created an incredible forum to discuss film 
and culture unlike anything I have seen in the film industry.  Windrider has created a unique 
conversation that challenges and inspires, and it’s been a privilege to be part of this amazing 
community of people. “
- TC Johnstone, Director/Producer, Rising From Ashes

“We love the guys from Windrider. They showed a lot of support for Sympathy for Delicious at 
Sundance, so I thought it would be nice to return their support by screening our film out in 
the Bay Area.”
- Mark Ruffalo, Director/Actor, Sympathy for Delicious

“The Windrider Film Forum provided us with a special experience of speaking to viewers not 
just about the filmmaking, but also about the heart, the message, and the ideas that our film 
explores. Through the screening, the events, and the one-on-one interaction with everyone 
involved in the Windrider Film Forum, I can honestly say that it was one of the best and definitely 
most uniquely meaningful experiences we had with our film.”  
- Oren Kaplan, Director/Producer, The Hammer 

“Screening our film at Windrider was unlike any other festival experience we’ve had. It’s an 
environment that is based on an appreciation of film and its ability to create conversations that 
are relevant to our culture.” 
- Destin Daniel Cretton, Director/Writer, Short Term 12

FROM THE BAY AREA COMMUNITY
“What a gem we have in our backyard! Three days of Sundance Film Festival, award-winning, 
independent films . . . Our community was enriched through your efforts to bring the first 
Windrider Film Forum to the Bay Area. We look forward to its return next year.“ 
- The Almanac

FROM THE FOUNDERS AND SUPPORTERS OF WINDRIDER
“We create space for the conversation to begin and then continue long after the 
forum is over. Windrider forums are all about community, connecting and creating 
space for conversation.”
- John Priddy, Film Producer, Co-Founder Windrider Forum

“Fabulous film festival!  We really enjoyed all the films and the diversity of the films.  
You did an excellent job.  Thanks so much for this enriching experience, a real joy and 
blessing for us.”
- Windrider Host Family
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INDIVIDUAL DONOR BENEFITS 

DIRECTOR: $5,000+
• A film screening dedicated in your honor at this year’s Windrider Bay Area Forum
• An invitation to attend the 2017 Sundance Film Festival as part of Windrider Forum’s Executive Group. Your invitation 

includes concierge services for specially-reserved accommodations, ease of access to films and tickets (many of which 
would otherwise be sold-out), the curatorial advice of Windrider’s teaching team to identify not-to-be-missed gems 
at Sundance, and participation in Windrider’s Film Forum discussions — all held in the beautiful winter playground of 
Park City, Utah.

• Plus all of the below benefits 

SCREENWRITER: $2,500 - $4,999
• Closing Night Party with the filmmakers: Celebrate the close of the forum spending relaxed and personal time with the 

filmmakers, special guests, and your forum friends. This festive party will be hosted at a private home in Atherton.
• Plus all of the below benefits 

FILM EDITOR: $1,000 - $2,499
• A ”Take 5” Coffee break with the filmmakers, special guests and your forum friends for a private meet and greet event.
• Plus all of the below benefits 

CINEMATOGRAPHER: $500 - $999
• Four film forum passes
• Plus all of the below benefits 

KEY GRIP: $100 - $499
• Thank you acknowledgment placed in the forum program recognizing your generous support.
• Plus the below benefit 

FILM FRIEND: Up to $99
• Name added to the Windrider Email list to be notified of all film selections, special guest artists and other exciting 

updates.
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o YES , I/we want to support Windrider Bay Area:
 

ENCLOSED IS OUR GIFT:

o  Director $5,000 +         o  Screenwriter $2,500 - $4,999             o  Film Editor $1,000 - $2,499        

o  Cinematographer $500 - $999         o  Key Grip $100 -$499              o  Film Friend up to $99

Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________  State: _____________ Zip: ______________________

E-mail: _____________________________________________  Phone number: ________________________________

Please list my/our name(s) in publications as: ____________________________________________________________

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE MY GIFT AS FOLLOWS:

Enclosed is my/our gift of $_______________ 

o   Check (Made payable to Windrider Institute, Memo: Windrider Bay Area)

o   Please charge my/our credit card:    (circle one)   Visa     MasterCard

Account Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Account Number: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Card Expiration Date: _____________________________________________        CVV  Code: __________________

Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________________
 
Please make checks payable to Windrider Institute and mail, along with this form, to: 

Windrider Bay Area, P. O. Box 184, Menlo Park, CA  94026-0184.

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS:

o   I wish to donate in (circle one) memory/honor of ______________________________________________________

o   My employer will match my gift. Enclosed are my employer’s forms. 

Windrider Bay Area operates under the fiscal sponsorship of Windrider Institute, a 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit, Tax ID #20-2726607. 
Your contribution will go directly to supporting the Windrider Film Forum in the Bay Area.


