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The film opens with an unfolding scenario that has become tragically all too common. A disturbed young 

man enters a school with a gun intent on harming himself and others. He pulls a rifle from his backpack and 
announces to the office staff, “Hey this is for real. This isn’t a joke. We’re all gonna die today.”

Think back on recent reports in the media about these kinds of incidents. What was your 
emotional reaction to the opening scene? What did you expect the outcome to be after you 

heard the gunman make this pronouncement? Have you had any direct experience with 
anything like this in your life?   

This film is inspired by an actual event that took place in August 2013 at an elementary school in Atlanta, GA. 
Antoinette Tuff, the school employee who intervened that day to de-escalate the situation and save the lives of 

hundreds of people, has written her own memoir about this event and speaks regularly about this incident 
and her life experience.* Reed Van Dyk, the director of this short film used the actual 911 transcript for the 
dialogue in this film and made very few changes to the script for the film of the conversation between the 

911 operator, the gunman, Michael Hall, and Antoinette’s character.
Reflect on the tension and fear you felt while watching this film. What did you observe 
about the way that the school receptionist confronted her own fears in the midst of this 

volatile situation. Although the gunman threatened her and other people, how was she able 
to take control of the situation and steer it toward a peaceful resolution? Did your view of 

the gunman change as the story unfolded?
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We live at a time when it is next to impossible to have a thoughtful and constructive conversation about some 

of the most contentious issues in our society. This short film raises questions around a number of issues – 
school shootings, the widespread access to guns in our society, Second Amendment rights, mental health 

issues and concerns about suicide and self-harming. This film also confronts assumptions we might have of a 
lone gunman in a school shooting (often portrayed by the media as evil or deranged) or even assumptions we 

might have about the ability of a school receptionist to diffuse this kind of situation.
Assuming you might already have strong beliefs about some or all of these issues, was there 

anything about the approach the filmmaker used to tell this story that causes you to pause 
and think differently about anything you believe? Did you find yourself gaining a deeper 

understanding of both the receptionist and the gunman beyond a simple 
two-dimensional stereotype?
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This film tangibly illustrates the transformative power of listening and empathy. Although the dialogue is not 
extensive the director focuses many shots on the facial expressions of the two individuals in the school office. 

When the gunman expresses that he just wants to die, the receptionist helps him to see that everyone 
(including herself) has had those feelings and that circumstances in life can change. Near the end of the film 
she expresses her love for the person who had only minutes earlier violently threatened her life. She tells him 

that his decision to surrender is a “good thing” and that “we all go through something in life.”

*“Prepared for a Purpose: The Inspiring True Story of How One Woman Saved an Atlanta School Under Siege” by Antoinette Tuff.

This is such an unexpected response to a volatile situation. Reflect on how you might have 
responded in a similar situation. From scenes in the film describe your understanding of the 

source of that empathy and love and what might have prepared her to respond in that 
manner? Did Antionette’s response give you more empathy for the gunman and an 

appreciation for the conflicting ways he was responding to his circumstances? His final 
words were, “I’m sorry, I’m sorry.”


